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perfect and complete collection of the facts essential to registration ; 
second, it is hoped that such a summary may prove a stimulus to the 
introduction of registration in states where no registration exists, and 
to its improvement where the laws are very loosely enforced. 



STATISTICS OF INFECTIOUS DISEASES. 



Statistik der Infectiosen Erkrankungen in den Jahren 1881-91, und 
Untersuchung der Einflusses der Wztterung. By Josef Korosi, 
Director des Communal-statistischen Bureaus, Budapest. Berlin, 
1894. Puttkammer und Miihlbrecht. 

Statistics relating to mortality are obtainable at the present day 
from almost all civilized nations, but those which relate to morbidity 
or sickness are much more rare. Almost the only statistics of this 
character collected in the United States are those of the State Board 
of Health of Michigan, compiled by Dr. Baker, the Secretary of the 
Board. The adoption of laws, however, in other states and countries, 
requiring notification of infectious diseases, will undoubtedly secure 
better results in the future in this direction. 

The pamphlet before us contains in its 141 pages a fund of informa- 
tion carefully compiled by the well-known statistician, Korosi. The 
work is divided into two parts, Epidemiological and Climatological. 
The means of information are the official notifications of certain 
diseases, covering a period of 10£ years, from July 5, 1881, to Decem- 
ber 31, 1891. The diseases under observation were croup, diphtheria, 
measles, scarlet fever, small-pox, typhoid fever, and cholera. 

In addition to the statistics of prevalence of these diseases, one brief 
chapter treats of the influence of unfiltered water on the spread of 
typhoid fever, and another upon the enforcement of vaccination, a 
topic which Korosi had previously made the subject of several valu- 
able papers. Another chapter is devoted to international statistics of 
infectious diseases. 

Another valuable chapter treats of the influence of Preventive 
Regulations upon the Improvement of Sanitary Conditions. Taking 
two nearly equal periods, 1872-80 and 1881-91, there is a decided 
improvement in Budapest, vigorous prophylactic regulations having 
been inaugurated in 1881. The mortality from infectious diseases 
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per 10,000 of the population in the former period was 56.60, and in 
the latter 30.58. In the case of measles the author finds that school 
attendance has a marked influence in its spread, the figures being, for 
the vacation quarter, August-October, 3054, and for the other quar- 
ters, November-January, 11,865; February-April, 13,253; May- 
July, 13,147. 

In that portion of the book which relates to the influence of the 
weather he adopts a series of five grades of temperature and four of 
air moisture, and discusses the influence of these conditions separately 
and in combination. The grades are as follows : — 



Temperature, C. 


Degrees of Moisture. 


Below 


Below 50 


0-5 


50-60 


5-14 


60-80 


14-18 


Above 80 


Above 18 





None of his conclusions in this portion of the book give evidence of 
a very decided influence of those two conditions upon the prevalence 
of the diseases specified, and in the case of measles he finds that 
school attendance far outweighs any meteorological conditions in its 
influence. A very full set of statistical tables accompanies the text 
arranged by days, periods of five days, weeks, and months ; contain- 
ing observations upon barometric pressure, temperature, moisture, 
prevailing winds, and reported cases of disease for each day, week, 
and month. S. W. A. 

MORTALITY IN AUSTRALIA. 



Tropical Mortality. By Richard Teece, F.I.A., F.F.A., Actuary 
of the Australian Mutual Provident Society. 

This is an interesting study of an antipodean insurance society's 
experience in the colony of Queensland, Australia, covering a period 
of thirteen years from 1875 to 1888. The Colony, as Mr. Teece 
says, " extends from about 29° S. to about 10^° S.," and "lies largely 
within the torrid zone." Consequently, this experience is of peculiar 
value. It covers 14,735 policies and 12,780 lives ; 1089 policies were 
already in existence when the term began. The experience showed 
a mortality greater by 16.1 per cent than would have been expected, 
according to the Society's general experience, during the same period ; 



